Craig Bolesky
Distinguished Citizen, Livingston County
Craig Bolesky was born and raised in Melrose, N.Y., a small town of about 600 people
with a special claim to fame: one local family had 21 children who were featured in a
Campbell’s Soup commercial.
Craig graduated from Hoosic Valley Central High School in Schaghticoke, N.Y. and
earned a degree in Business Administration from the RIT.
Craig and initial business partner Rick Fish started C & R Food Service in 1974. Located in Mt. Morris, the company had humble beginnings; initially a basic small bar supply
business, Craig and his team have grown the company into a full-line food service restaurant supply distributor stocking approximately 6,000 items, with numerous employees and accounts throughout western and central New York.
Most of Craig’s community service participation comes as a result of owning a food
business. It seems that food is a common denominator in many organizations. Although much of his time is devoted to keeping his business successful, Craig is heavily
involved with church committees, primarily with his family’s home church, Central
Presbyterian Church in Geneseo.
Craig has served on the Stewardship and Finance Committee for more than 30 years,
many of those as chairman, and he has been heavily involved in fundraising activities –
most of them ‘food related’. Beyond his local church, he has served for many years on
the Budget Development and Oversight Committee for the Presbytery of the Genesee
Valley, including 5 years as chairman, as well as a variety of reorganization committees
for the Presbytery.
Craig and his wife Sharon have been married for 39 years and are the parents of three
great girls – Shauna, Aysia, and Victoria, and proud grandparents to Bryce. Among his
many interests, Craig enjoys bicycling and is the self-titled ‘worst golfer I know’ – you
may have followed his foursome in one of several local golf tournaments he supports.

Peter Robinson
Distinguished Citizen, Niagara County
Peter Robinson has spent a lifetime dedicated to professional and volunteer service. A
Lockport native, Peter is a graduate of Newfane Central Schools, NCCC, and SUNY
Buffalo. His extensive in-service and other professional training has successfully prepared him for a nearly 25-year career in law enforcement.
Since 2008 Peter has served as a NY State Court Officer for the 8th Judicial District,
Niagara Command in Lockport. His career has included service as a Niagara County
Auxiliary Police Sergeant, Town Court Officer for the Town of Pendleton Justice
Court, Niagara County Deputy Sheriff/Corrections Officer, and a Special Deputy and
District Security Officer with the United States Marshal’s Service. Pete is also a member
of the Judges and Police Executive Conference of Niagara County.
The current chairman and former vice-chairman of the Lockport Republican Committee, Peter also serves on the Leadership Niagara Board of Directors. He has served as a
commissioner for the Niagara County Youth Bureau, and as both a commissioner and
current president of the Lockport Fire Department Board of Commissioners.
A co-chair of the 2012 Eastern Niagara United Way campaign, Peter has been instrumental to two Lockport area signature projects. He founded the Winter Wonderland
Project, which helps to bring families together to celebrate the joy of the season with a
display of lights along the Erie Canal walkway. This project celebrates the season as
well as highlighting the canal business district. Peter is also co-founder of Lockport’s
annual Peanut Butter and Jelly Drive, an award-winning campaign that coordinates the
efforts of more than 200 volunteers to supply local food pantries. The annual food collection campaign has been featured on WGRZ’s Hero Central.
Peter and his wife Denise, a Niagara County Sheriff’s Deputy, live in the City of Lockport with their two young children, Ethan and Abigail, who Peter describes as his
‘Number 1 Helpers’ with community service projects.

William Hayes
Distinguished Citizen, Genesee County
Bill Hayes, a Rochester native and US Navy veteran, graduated from Alfred State College with a degree in air
conditioning design technology. He was recruited from Alfred to work in Boulder, Colorado designing and
managing heating and air conditioning systems prior to moving back to western WNY to be closer to family.
Over a nine year period , Bill worked his way up to the position of Vice President with a Buffalo mechanical
contractor. In 1990, as fate would have it, Bill met Roy Turnbull on an equipment incentive trip in the Caribbean. Six months later, Roy and Bill negotiated the purchase of Turnbull Heating Air Conditioning and
Commercial Refrigeration.
A year later, Bill moved his wife JoAnn and two children, Christina and Cassandra, then seven and five years
old to Batavia. Bill and Joanne took a leap of faith. Their hard work, determination, and dedication to customer service made for a successful transition.
Bill did not hesitate to get involved in the community and joined the Batavia Lions Club and recently received
his 23-year membership pin. A member of the Leadership Genesee Class of 2008, he has served on the Board
of Directors for the Genesee County Chamber of Commerce. He also served on the YMCA Board of Directors and is on the city of Batavia Plumbing Board and the City of Batavia Zoning Board of Appeals. Bill has
also been a Director for the BEA for the last 20 years. Bill also serves as a Director with GCASA Drug and
Alcohol Coalition and the Air Conditioning Contractors Association in Rochester. Bill also shares his
knowledge and experiences as an instructor to CSEA union maintenance personnel throughout New York.
Bill has been an avid supporter of many local community endeavors, including United Way, Mancuso Jr.
Bowling League, Genesee Community College Foundation, GoArt, Downtown Batavia Development,
Batavia Little League Baseball, All Babies Cherished, Salvation Army, Genesee Community Action, Genesee,
Livingston, and Orleans ARC, Genesee County Law Enforcement associations, Batavia Muckdog's, and
numerous Habitat for Humanity home projects.
Bill and his family are members of the Northgate Free Methodist Church. Bill serves on Northgate's administrative team, was a church senior teen leader for five years, and a volunteer in both the Genesee County
prison ministry and his church's marriage mentoring team. Bill started and funds the Roy Turnbull Memorial
award, a scholarship awarded annually to a student of the building trades at the Genesee Valley Educational
Partnership. The memorial award’s slogan reads "one person can make a difference" as Roy did.
Bill and JoAnn reside in the City of Batavia and are proud parents of two successful daughters. Christina is a
dentist in Geneva, New York and Cassandra is a nurse practitioner in Buffalo. Last summer Bill and JoAnn
were blessed with two grandsons, one from each daughter. Today they both enjoy being with their grandsons
and serving their community that has done so much for them.

Jodi Gaines
Distinguished Citizen, Orleans County
Jodi Gaines is a highly successful industry leader in her field and is a well-respected member of the Orleans County community. She is a distinguished citizen, committed to the improvement of both public
and private service. Jodi exemplifies the definition of a positive role model in life, leadership, and business, setting a dynamic example and inspiring our youth by setting a high caliber of excellence with every
achievement.
As the Founder and CEO of Claims Recovery Financial Services, Ms. Gaines has built CRFS into a
highly successful and full-range claims management solutions leader. From its inception in 2002, Jodi
has been instrumental in growing the company from just one employee (at her kitchen table) to over 600
employees who service numerous clients throughout the U.S. She recently embarked on a massive
corporate expansion project, which went further to establishing her and CRFS as the largest private
employer in Orleans County. With over 25 years of claims industry experience; Jodi regularly attends
industry conferences, and is often asked to speak on various panels, including those responsible for the
development of claims standards & procedures for the mortgage banking industry.
NYS officials recently recognized Jodi as an “outstanding citizen” for her accomplishments. They touted
her business savvy & leadership skills as keys to her success. Jodi is the acting co-chair of the allocation
committee for the United Way of Orleans County, one of several charitable organizations CRFS is involved with. Others include Buffalo Women’s & Children’s Hospital, Orleans Community Action, and
the Buffalo News Kids Day, in support of various children’s causes. CRFS was named 2012 Business of the
Year by The Orleans County Chamber and they awarded Jodi with a 2013 Lifetime Achievement Award.
Ms. Gaines has recently committed CRFS’s support to our country’s Veterans by working with Military
Warriors Support Foundation, a non-profit, founded by Lt. General Leroy Sisco. Through their
Homes4WoundedHeroes and Homes4GoldStars program, the Foundation awards mortgage free homes to
injured Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans throughout the country.
While raising her son, Jodi volunteered as a soccer coach for over 10 years and was the AYSO Region
540 Chair. She was also an active den leader and committee participant for Cub Scouts Pack 60 for over
5 years. Through her continuous involvement, passionate work ethic, and conscientious management
style, Jodi has set an example and demonstrated how determination and hard work can grow a grassroots micro-business into a major employer and a nationally recognized success story. She is proud to set
an example as a role model within her community and is honored to be considered a “Distinguished
Citizen.”

James Rutowski
Distinguished Citizen, Wyoming County
Originally from Cheektowaga, Jim graduated from State University of New York at
Buffalo Pharmacy School in 1989. He began working at Sinclair Pharmacy in October
1989 and later that year purchased the store. Jim comes from a family of health care
professionals. Among his brothers and father they own a total of four pharmacies.
Jim and his wife Sharon lived in Warsaw for a number of years until they moved to
Alden to be closer to his wife’s aging parents. Their son Jimmy is in the Chemistry/PreMed program at Canisius College and plans to be a doctor who practices in a rural setting such as Wyoming County. Daughter Jenna is a freshman at Alden Central Schools.
In addition to his commitment to a vibrant local pharmacy where he employs 24 people,
Jim is recognized in the greater community for his vision, personal investment, and desire to improve the community in Wyoming County, particularly in Warsaw.
Twelve years ago Jim purchased his first building in Warsaw believing that “if you want
change to happen, you have to do it yourself.” He renovated this building on West Buffalo Street in Warsaw for rental. He followed this project with several other building
purchases over the next several years, including tenant buildings, commercial office
space, and dilapidated buildings all within the downtown area in the Village of Warsaw.
He tore down eyesores, enlarged parking areas, and attracted commercial businesses
onto Main Street and the West Buffalo Street corridor.
Jim’s largest development project to date is the Agri-Business Center of Excellence project located in the Village of Warsaw. Once completed, this project will house 13 county
agencies and organizations under one roof. It has taken two years of planning and hard
work by Jim and a team of others from around the county. The end result will be a one
stop building that will have a regional impact on economic development, not only for
agriculture, but business growth and development in Wyoming County.
Despite the positive impact of his vision, Jim truly prefers a role in the background and
recognizes the value in hard work and it is his pleasure to serve the community.

