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Spring 2014  ASHOKWAHTA TEHTAS  

… a publication by Ashokwahta Lodge #339 

The Ashokwhata Tehtas is available on-line at  
www.itcbsa.org 
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New Section Chief 

 
Congratulations to Alex Kieffer, new Section NE-3A Chief. Alex 
recently served as lodge chief for Ashokwatha Lodge #339. Alex 
assumes leadership from Kyle Piper, who was recently elected as 
the 2014 Northeast Region Chief. We hope that Alex and Kyle 
enjoy productive terms in their new roles. 

 
Lodge Information Via Email 

 
We are going to be sending out more information through email 
in the coming months. If we do not have your current email ad-
dress, you will be missing out. Please send your current email 
address to: 
lodge339chief@gmail.com or lwoodman@rochester.rr.com 
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Pre-registration form for the 2015 NOAC will be available soon. 
Keep checking your Inbox and the council website for details.  
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Winter Banquet 

 
 This was my second year acting as the Master of Ceremo-
nies for Lodge #339’s annual Winter Banquet. First of all, I 
would like to thank everyone that helped out at the banquet as 
well as everyone who turned out for the event. We had a total of 
85 people in attendance. 
 After the banquet the annual patch auction was held. Don 
Ames once again put together an excellent selection of patches. 
There were patches for new and experienced collectors of Lodge, 
OA, and summer camp memorabilia.  
 Altogether, the Lodge raised  $2,038 from this fund 
raiser. The one item that brought in the highest bid of all items 
there was the lamp made of wood from Camp Sam Wood trees. 
A final bid of $300 was made by Don Morris. I know that Don 
will enjoy his new lamp. I hope that everyone who attended had a 
good time and enjoyed the food and fellowship. 

 
Yours in Scouting, 

Rufus 
A.K.A. Evan Kindron 
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Lodge Dues 
To remain a lodge member in good standing, dues must be up to 
date. Payment is due on Jan 1 each year  Dues are $8.00 per year. 
Your dues must be current to remain active with the National 
Charter renewal. Members 2 years behind still receive a newslet-
ter and emails. To determine your dues payment, look at the top 
line of the mailing label for this newsletter. The last year that you 
paid for is listed. If you know someone that was a member but 
doesn't get a newsletter, it may be because of a lack of dues being 
paid. All those who last paid in 2011 will be dropped from the 
mailing list as of Dec. Those who are listed as 2012 will no 
longer be considered in good standing, but will receive mailings. 
You must be in good standing to become Brotherhood or to re-
ceive awards and hold office. Those that are behind on dues, can 
pay at any event or at either office. You only need to pay for the 
current years dues in order to be up to date. Dues cards are not 
mailed. If you want yours mailed, you must provide a self ad-
dressed and stamped envelope.  

Ashokwahta Tehtas 

(Lodge Adviser, continued) 
We will be auditing all of the records we have in the Lodge-
Master database in order to insure we have correct phone num-
bers and email addresses. Filling out all of the information in the 
registration will make the job easier. One more new thing that has 
been added to the registration form is the addition of a permission 
slip for the youth. In the event there is a problem that may require 
medical attention during an OA event, we want to be able to get 
you the help you may need.  
 Finally, please make sure we have your current email ad-
dress, as the lodge officers and I will be sending more informa-
tion to you every month, and I don’t want you to miss out. 
 
   Thanks, 
   Leif Woodman 
   lwoodman@rochester.rr.com  
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Lodge Adviser’s Minute 
 In case you haven’t heard, the Lodge leadership changed 
at the beginning of February. Ron Schmidt has stepped down as 
the Lodge Advisor and I have taken his place. I would like to 
thank Ron for the time and energy he has spent as the advisor for 
the lodge. 
 I reside in Middleport with my wife and two kids. When I 
was a boy I joined cub scouts, but didn’t stay very long. Then 
when my son needed a den leader, because his old one was be-
coming the cubmaster, I got shanghaied. I stayed on as his webe-
los leader, and now the assistant scoutmaster of troop 23. Con-
trary to what it said in the fall 2010 newsletter, my son and I 
joined the lodge as ordeal members in 2011 and became brother-
hood members in 2012. 
 I am employed with Graham Corporation in Batavia in the 
quality assurance/quality control department. I am looking for-
ward to working with everyone in the lodge in this new role, and 
especially supporting the lodge officers with the tasks they need 
to complete to keep the lodge running smoothly.  
 The registration form for the Conclave is included in this 
edition of the newsletter. The section has only given us until April 
2nd to register for the conclave, which is only a month away. If 
you are planning to go to the conclave please get your registra-
tions in as soon as possible. The registration forms can also be 
found on the council website as a PDF form that can be filled in 
on the computer and emailed to Judy in the office, if you are pay-
ing with a credit card. When you fill out the form, be sure to fill 
in your t-shirt size right under your name and address as we are 
going to have a lodge t-shirt for the conclave. If you want a shirt 
that fits, you might want to give us your size. The second thing I 
want to point out is the registration for the spring fellowship 
weekend. It is also in this newsletter and on the council website. 
 Due to rising prices, the cost for Ordeal candidates and for 
Brotherhood conversion has gone up. Anyone registering by May 
9 will receive a $5.00 discount on their registration. Please fill out 
all of the information on the Conclave registration form. the  
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Lodge Elections 

 
Election time is here!!! 
 
 I am so excited to be our new Elections Chair for this 
year. If you haven’t heard, last year was a great year for Ashok-
wahta in terms of new Ordeal members and Brotherhood conver-
sions. I’m looking forward to doing even better this year, but I 
can’t do it alone. 
 I am looking for members who are willing to help with 
elections in all three Districts: Seneca, Towpath, and Nun-
dawaga. Volunteers will be provided with the contact informa-
tion for the Troops in their District. Please contact me with your 
interest so that I can provide you with all the materials you need, 
as well as information about how to hold an election. 
 
I can’t wait for elections to get under way! I hope to hear from 
Brothers in each District soon. Serving on an election team  is a 
great service to the Lodge. 
 
 

Yours in Service, 
Spencer Cottman 

stcottman@yahoo.com 
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Feb 26th, 2014  Program Kickoff/Chili Dinner Batavia First 
   United Methodist Church 
March 19th, 2014  Lodge Meeting   Batavia Office 
March 30, 2014  Ceremonies Practice  1st Presbyterian 
       Church  
April 6th, 2014  COC    TBD 
April 16th, 2014  Lodge Meeting   Batavia Office 
April  20th, 2014  Election results due in the office for all units 
April 27th, 2014  Ceremonies Practice  1st Presbyterian 
       Church 
May 16-18th, 2014 Spring Weekend  Camp Sam Wood 
May 21st, 2014  Lodge Meeting   Batavia Office 
May 25th, 2014  Ceremonies Practice?  1st Presbyterian 
       Church 
May30-June 1, 2014 NE3A Conclave   Camp  
       Scouthaven 
June 18th, 2014  Lodge meeting   Batavia Office 
 
Lodge meetings are held at the Batavia Service Center, located at 45 Liberty 
Street in Batavia (side door). This meeting is for Lodge Officers, Troop Repre-
sentatives, and any interested members. 
 

LEC meetings begin at 7 P.M. and end around 8:30 PM. 

Calendar of upcoming Events 
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 We practice at the First Presbyterian Church in 

       Batavia on the last Sunday of each month 

 Contact Us at: 339ceremonies@gmail.com 

Come to a practice! 

 Take part in the Ordeal & Brotherhood Ceremonies! 
 Dress is full Indian Regalia! 
 Learn about the traditions and history of the Order of 

the Arrow!  

Join Our Ceremonies Team!! 

Visit our Facebook Page! 

 


